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prominent democratic leader, Ledru-Rollin, wrote a bookx
describing England's social and political conditions in the most
lurid colours. England was ruled by aristocrats and capitalists
exploiting and oppressing the whole world and her system was
marked by extreme inequality, while France was inspired by the
ideals of equality, justice and humanity. Ledru-Rollin predicted
the impending ruin of England's power and wealth. Louis
Blanc, the leader of the Socialists, also published his impressions
which were much more detached and friendly to England.2
Taine in several of his works undertook to analyse English civil-
ization and to ascertain its characteristic features.8 He was a
great admirer of England and was strongly influenced in his views
on national character by Burke and Hegel. Towards the end of
the century the opinion was widespread in France that England
had outdistanced her in economic and political progress and that
this was due to a fundamental difference in their national char-
acter. Demolins, a disciple of Le Play, discussed this question in
a book which was very widely read.4 He ascribed the superiority
of the Anglo-Saxons mainly to their system of education, their
home-life and political traditions, which all fostered the spirit of
sturdy individualism and initiative, while the French expected,
everything from the State. The author also investigates the
composition of the French and British Parliaments according to
professions and finds that in France about two-thirds of the
deputies consisted of members of the liberal professions, among
whom lawyers, journalists and ex-officials were especially numer-
ous, while in England the great majority of the M.P.s came from
agriculture, industry and commerce. French political life,
therefore was dominated by intellectuals, among whom represent-
atives of the Left were conspicuous. The difference in the com-
position of the French and the British Parliaments was significant
for the difference in spirit. Many other writers also investigated
British institutions and traditions, comparing them with French
ones and trying to trace national characteristics.5
1 Cf. Ledru-Rollin, De la decadence de VAngleterre, 2 vols., 1850.
* Cf. Louis Blanc, Lettres sur FAngleUrre, z vols., 1866.
3 Cf. H. Taine, Histoire de la literature Anglaise, 1863 ; No%s sur rAnglettrre, 1872.
* Cf. Edrnond Demolins, A quoi tient la superiority des Anglo-Saxons (Engl. tr. from the
roth French edition, 1899).   Another book by a writer of the school of Le Play
discussing the^ origin of fundamental differences in the psychology of England, France
and other nations is Henri de Tourville, Histoire de la formation particulariste, Vorigine des
grands peoples actuels.
* Of. Max Leclerc, Utducalwn des dosses mqyennes et dirigeantes en Angleterre, 1901 ;
Les professions et la socUil en Angleferres 1901.   Emile Boutmy, Essai d'ime psychology
politiquedupeupk Anglais au XIX* stick, 1903 ; Jacques Bardoux, Essai d*we psychologie de
FAngleterre contemporaine, st vols., 11966-7.